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Coins	  of	  the	  Radio	  Play	  "Wenn	  Münzen	  miteinander	  lachen	  
und	  streiten"	  
	  
	  
Information for radio play  

Tired of negative headlines? Would you enjoy news which is presented in an instructive and joyful 
way? Welcome to Radio MoneyMuseum. We have developed three audio presentations (Antiquity, 
Middle Ages, Modern Times). The currencies tell their own stories of successful battles and of political 
failures. They discuss the events in a humerous way. The 15 coin types which come to life in the Radio 
MoneyMuseum audio files are presented here. The audio files are currently available in German only.	  



	  

	  
	  
2	  von	  19	   	  www.sunflower.ch	  

Roman	  Republic,	  Denarius,	  c.	  211	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Roman	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Rome	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐211	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.45	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The silver denarius was introduced shortly before 211 BC. The coin was needed to pay the mercenaries 
in the Roman armies for their services, because these foreigners had no use for the traditional Roman 
bronze coins. The denarius was to become the major silver coin of the Roman Empire for the next 400 
years. 

Significant is that the denarius was related to Rome's long-established bronze coin system: the X on the 
left of Roma's head on the obverse indicates "10 asses." The Latin term "denarius" literally means 
"tenner." The reverse depicts the Dioscuri Castor and Pollux and the inscription ROMA.	  
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Frankish	  Empire,	  Merovingians,	  Chlodwig	  I	  (481-‐511),	  
Solidus	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  Anastasius	  (491-‐518)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Solidus	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Clovis	  I	  of	  Frankia	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  in	  Gaul	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   508	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.43	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   21.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This solidus was minted during the reign of Clovis I, who is regarded as the founder of the Frankish 
Empire. The obverse of the coin depicts the Byzantine emperor Anastasius with a helmet, a shield and a 
spear. On the reverse is the goddess of victory, Victoria Augusta, with a large cross.	  
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Frankish	  Empire,	  Charlemagne	  (768-‐814),	  Denarius	  
(Pfennig),	  after	  794,	  Milan	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  (Pfennig)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Charlemagne	  
Mint:	   Milan	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   793	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.72	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This pfennig is a coin of Charlemagne, who in 793/794 conducted a comprehensive reform of the 
Carolingian coinage. Charles' pfennigs all were of the same style, with the royal monogram on one face 
and a cross on the other. Additionally, the coins gave the name of the king and the mint. This piece was 
struck in Milan, as the inscription MEDIOL reveals. The field shows Charlemagne's monogram. The 
inscription on the reverse says CARLVS REX FR (Charles, King of the Franks). 

One Carolingian pound equaled 20 shillings of 12 pfennigs each, and thus one pound counted for 240 
pfennigs. This coinage system remained unchanged for a long, long time – in England right up into the 
70's of the 20th century.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  France,	  Louis	  IX	  (1226-‐1270),	  Gros	  tournois,	  
1266-‐1270	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Gros	  Tournois	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Louis	  IX	  of	  France	  
Mint:	   Tours	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1266	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.22	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   26.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In 1266, the French King Louis IX also introduced a new coin: The gros tournois worth 12 deniers. The 
new silver coin was an instant success. Under the name "tournose" it spread beyond the borders of 
France, and was soon copied all over Europe. 

The gros tournois was minted in the town of Tours. The building on the reverse is a mixture between the 
city gates of Tours, and the town's abbey church. Twelve lilies form the outer border, which is not only 
decorative, but also helped to prevent the frequently committed crime of filing off the silver of the coins 
edge.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Frederick	  II	  of	  Hohenstaufen	  (1220-‐
1250),	  1/2	  Augustalis,	  c.	  1231,	  Brindisi	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1/2	  Augustalis	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Frederick	  II	  of	  Hohenstaufen	  
Mint:	   Brindisi	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1231	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.62	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   16.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This gold coin, one of the finest of the Middle Ages, documents Frederick's sense of mission: clad in 
antique robe and wearing a laurel wreath, the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire was depicted in the 
tradition of the ancient Roman emperors, of whom he regarded himself as successor. His will for 
imperial power was not only expressed by his portrait, but also by the eagle on the reverse of this coin, 
as the eagle was a symbol of power and authority since ancient times. Although Frederick's augustalis 
does not show an authentic portrait yet, it points ahead to the rebirth of the Roman antiquity in the time 
of the Renaissance.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Republic	  of	  Florence,	  Fiorino	  d'Oro,	  
1252-‐1303	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Fiorino	  d'oro	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Florence	  
Mint:	   Florence	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1252	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.51	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   21.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the year 1252, the small but wealthy town of Florence began to issue a gold coin that would become 
so successful that it was soon copied throughout Europe, from France to Hungary. The coin's obverse 
bore the coat of arms of Florence, a lily flower. The reverse depicted the Florentine city saint John the 
Baptist. After the image of the lily flower, the new gold coin was called fiorino d'oro (from Latin flos = 
flower, and oro = gold). 

John the Baptist is a central figure both in Christianity and in Islam. He was captured and executed by 
King Herodes – according to the historian Flavius Josephus, because John had become too powerful for 
the king's taste. Legend, on the other hand, had it that Salome, the daughter of Herodes' wive Herodias, 
demanded the head of John as the prize for a dance because he had criticized her mothers marriage to 
Herodes.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Archduchy	  of	  Austria,	  County	  of	  Tyrol,	  
Sigismund	  (1446-‐1490),	  Guldiner	  1486,	  Hall	  in	  Tyrol	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Guldiner	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Archduke	  Sigismund	  
Mint:	   Hall	  in	  Tyrol	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1486	  
Weight	  (g):	   31.63	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   42.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The value of the silver gulden, also called guldengroschen or guldiner, corresponded to that of the gold 
gulden. Yet the guldiner was far more than just the silver equivalent of a golden gulden: It was the first 
large silver coin in history. Later, the brilliant invention of Archduke Sigismund of Austria would go 
down in the annals of economic and world history by the name of "taler." The guldengroschen would 
also stimulate the art of coinage. Thanks to its size, it offered a lot of space for artistic expression – and 
for political propaganda.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Spain,	  Philip	  II	  (1556-‐1598),	  Real	  de	  a	  Ocho	  
(Peso),	  1596,	  Seville	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Real	  de	  a	  ocho	  (Peso)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Philip	  II	  of	  Spain	  
Mint:	   Seville	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1596	  
Weight	  (g):	   27.3	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   34.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Under Philip's rule, the Spanish world power reached its zenith. And the New World owed its currency 
to him. Indeed the real de a ocho, or peso, was struck for the first time in 1497 by Philip's great-
grandparents Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, but only in a small number. Philip's father, 
Charles V, resumed the issue of the real de a ocho in the 1640's. Yet it was Philip who created the type 
with the Spanish crest on the obverse and the quartered shield of Spain on the reverse. This coin was to 
become the model for all later types of the Spanish peso, and at long last was the ancestor of the dollar.	  
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United	  States	  of	  America,	  1	  Dollar	  1884,	  Philadelphia	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Dollar	  
Mint	  Authority:	   United	  States	  of	  America	  
Mint:	   Philadelphia	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1884	  
Weight	  (g):	   26.7	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   38.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Conzett	  
 
The dollar is the major world currency to this day. Many states in the world designed their currency 
following its example, such as Canada, Australia and New Zealand. The dollar itself, however, is not an 
original American invention. The portrait of Miss Liberty strongly resembles antique archetypes, 
especially the Greek coins of the Sicilian cities of the 5th and 4th centuries BC. Other states have been 
inspired by the same models, for instance Switzerland and France, whose Helvetia and Marianne 
respectively resemble Miss Liberty like twins.	  
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Roman	  Empire,	  Octavian	  Augustus	  (27	  BC-‐14	  AD),	  Denarius,	  
c.	  13	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Augustus	  
Mint:	   Rome	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐13	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.9	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   18.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The obverse of this denarius portrays the powerful man together with his name CAESAR AVGVSTVS. 
The reverse depicts the symbols of the four priestly corporations of ancient Rome, of which Augustos 
was a member: a ladle (simpuvium) for the ponitifices; a staff (lituus) for the augurs; a tripod for the 
quindecimviri, and a sacrificial dish (patera) for the epulones.	  
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Roman	  Empire,	  Constantine	  I	  the	  Great	  (307-‐337),	  Solidus,	  
314,	  Treverorum	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Solidus	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Constantine	  I	  
Mint:	   Treverorum	  (Trier)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   314	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.45	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   24.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This solidus documents the shift of power from Rome to Constantinople. The obverse shows a portrait 
of Emperor Constantine the Great, while the reverse depicts the goddess Roma handing over a globe to 
Constantine, the ruler of Constantinople. 

This solidus was minted in the Roman town of Augusta Treverorum (today's Trier). Even though the 
invading Francs and Alemanni had demolished the town, it regained importance as an architectural, 
cultural and economical center under Constantine's rule. During that time Treverorum, situated in a very 
favorable cross point of old trading routes, saw an important boom as center of supply for the Roman 
legions in Germany.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Maria	  Theresa	  (1740-‐1780),	  Taler	  1780	  
(Restrike),	  Günzburg	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  (Restrike)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Archduchess	  Maria	  Theresa	  of	  Hapsburg	  
Mint:	   Günzburg	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1780	  
Weight	  (g):	   27.98	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   40.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the 18th and 19th centuries, Maria Theresa talers were the most popular trade coins. In Ethiopia, they 
remained in circulation well into the 20th century – along with cartridges, salt bars and balls of wool.	  
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Attica,	  Athens,	  Tetradrachm,	  c.	  455	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Athens	  
Mint:	   Athens	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐455	  
Weight	  (g):	   17.18	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   25.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The tetradrachm was the first trade coin of the world. The owls, as they were called on account of the 
image on the reverse, were minted from 510 to 38 BC. During all that time the design remained 
unchanged. The owl was the attribute of the city goddess Athena, the goddess of wisdom. 

Athena was a special case among antique deities as she was the only goddess who was depicted on 
coins of diverse cities. At first, the two competing trade towns of Athens and Corinth introduced 
Athena's head on their money at the end of the 6th century BC. To distinguish the coins of the two 
towns, the goddess was depicted with different helmets: On coins from Athens she wore an Attic 
helmet, and on those of Corinth a Corinthian one.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Lydia,	  Croesus	  (c.	  560?-‐546	  BC),	  Light	  Stater	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Light	  Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Croesus	  of	  Lydia	  
Mint:	   Sardis	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐560	  
Weight	  (g):	   8.08	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   17.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
When men developed from self-supporters to traders, they needed a generally recognized currency to 
keep earned surpluses without a loss in value, and to be able to exchange them when necessary. Metal 
served best for this purpose. Hence weapons, sools, spits, ingots and later coins became means of 
payment. Initially, coins were made from electron, later from silver and gold. 

It was the Lydian king Croesus who had coins struck from gold and silver for the first time. Croesus 
thus introduced the first bimetallic monetary system in the world, which was still used in the 20th 
century. With his invention, Croesus opened possibilities for the first system of free and open markets, 
and on this basis arose the civilization of antiquity around the Mediterranean.	  
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Spanish	  Colonial	  Empire,	  Viceroyalty	  of	  Peru,	  Ferdinand	  VI	  
(1746-‐1759),	  Real	  de	  a	  ocho	  (Peso)	  1754,	  Lima	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Real	  de	  a	  ocho	  (Peso)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Ferdinand	  VI	  of	  Spain	  
Mint:	   Lima	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1754	  
Weight	  (g):	   27.13	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   40.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The real de a ocho, the 8-reales coin, later known as peso, was minted in 1732 in Mexico for the first 
time. In Spanish colloquial it was known as "real fuerte culumnario," i.e. as pillar dollar, and in German 
as Säulenpiaster. These names all refer to the image on the reverse of the coin: the two pillars of 
Heracles rising out of the sea, flanked by the hemispheres of the Old and the New Worlds. 

The peso took the world economy by assault. It was especially popular for trade with Asia and thus 
became the forerunner of the Chinese yuan and the Japanese yen. In North America, the peso was a 
well-liked trading coin as well and became the prototype of the modern US dollar.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Archbishopric	  of	  Treves,	  Kuno	  II	  of	  
Falkenstein	  (1362-‐1388),	  Gold	  Gulden	  undated	  (c.	  1366-‐
1368)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Goldgulden	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Archbishop	  Kuno	  II	  of	  Falkenstein	  
Mint:	   Koblenz	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1366	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.5	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   24.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This gulden from the archbishopric of Treves is an imitation of the fiorino d'oro from Florence. The 
coat of arms of the minting prerogative replaces the lily flower from Florence. The Florentine city saint 
however, John the Baptist, still remaines on the Rhenian guldens.	  
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United	  Kingdom,	  George	  III	  (1760-‐1820),	  Sovereign	  1817,	  
London	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  

	  

	  	  	  

	  
	  
Denomination:	   Sovereign	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  George	  III	  of	  England	  
Mint:	   London	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1817	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.98	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
On account of the leading role that Britain played in the world economy, the British sovereign was the 
most important world coin of the 19th century. It was minted in huge quantities. The coin's device, a 
picture of Saint George slaying the dragon, is the work of the coin engraver Benedetto Pistrucci, who 
was highly respected at the court in London. The depiction of Saint George enjoys great popularity in 
England up to this day and appears on many recent coins. 

According to tradition, George was a Roman soldier who died as a martyr for the Christian faith. The 
best known tale around his person is the one in which he rescued a princess from being eaten by a 
dragon. After her rescue, the princess converted to Christian faith, together with all her subjects. As 
slayer of the dragon, Saint George became one of the most venerated saints of Christianity.	  
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Federal	  Republic	  of	  Germany,	  1	  Euro	  2002,	  Munich	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Euro	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Federal	  Republic	  of	  Germany	  
Mint:	   Munich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   2002	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.5	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.5	  
Material:	   Others	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In 1997, the German federal cabinet decided about the motifs of the new euro coins. A lot of 
requirements were made: the small values of 1, 2 and 5 cent were to show a branch of an oak as 
reminder of the former pfennig. On the coins from 10 to 50 cents the Brandenburg Gate had to be seen, 
which was regarded as a symbol for the reunion of the German state. The 1 and 2 euro coins, finally, 
had to bear an eagle as the traditional emblem of Germany. 


