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Celtic	  Coins	  and	  their	  Archetypes	  
	  
	  
The Celts dominated vast parts of Europe from the beginning of the 5th century BC. On their campaigns 
they clashed with the Etruscans, the Romans and the Greeks, they fought as mercenaries under Philip II 
and Alexander the Great. On their campaigns the Celts encountered many exotic things – coins, for 
instance. 

From the beginning of the 3rd century, the Celts started to strike their own coins Initially, their issued 
were copies of Greek, Roman and other money. Soon, however, the Celts started to modify the Greek 
and Roman designs according to their own taste and fashion. By sheer abstraction they managed to 
transform foreign models into typically Celtic artworks, which are often almost modern looking.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Macedon,	  Alexander	  III	  the	  Great	  (336-‐323	  BC)	  in	  
the	  Name	  of	  Philip	  II,	  Stater,	  c.	  324	  BC,	  Colophon	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Alexander	  III	  of	  Macedon	  
Mint:	   Colophon	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐324	  
Weight	  (g):	   8.6	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   19.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Through decades of warfare, King Philip II had turned Macedon into the leading power of the Greek 
world. In the summer of 336 BC he was assassinated, however, and succeeded by his son Alexander, 
who would later be known as "the Great." This coin was minted one year before Alexander's death. It 
bears a beautiful image of Apollo. 

The coin is a so-called Philip's stater, as Alexander's father Philip had already issued them for 
diplomatic purposes (bribery thus) and for the pay of his mercenaries. These mercenaries, among them 
many Celts from northern and central Europe, later brought the Philip's staters into circulation in their 
homelands. The coins became so popular that they were minted long after Philip's death – not only by 
his son Alexander and his successors, but also by diverse Celtic tribes.	  
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Upper	  Rhine,	  Helvetii,	  Stater,	  3th	  or	  2rd	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Helvetii	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐300	  
Weight	  (g):	   8.27	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   17.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This gold coin is a Celtic imitation of the Philip's staters. It was minted by the tribe of the Helvetii, who 
settled in the area of present-day Switzerland and southern Germany. The head of the Greek god Apollo 
is still fairly close to the original. The biga (the two-horse chariot) on the reverse, however, clearly 
reveals the Celtic character of the coin.	  
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Gaul,	  Parisii,	  Stater,	  End	  of	  2nd	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Parisii	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐120	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.21	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   	  
 
This stater can be traced back to the coins of Philip II, too. It is ascribed to the Parisii tribe, who dwelled 
in several well developed settlements along the shore and on the islands of the River Seine in Gaul. 

However, many elements of the archetype have disappeared on the Parisii staters, for instance the 
second horse, the chariot and the driver. Only the net floating over the horse reminds of the whip – 
developed from a Celtic driving spike – that was originally depicted.	  
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Northwestern	  Gaul,	  Armorica,	  Coriosolitae,	  Stater,	  late	  2nd	  
or	  1st	  c.	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Coriosolites?	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐120	  
Weight	  (g):	   6.51	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Billon	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This potin coin could have been struck by the Celtic tribe of the Coriosolites. What is known for sure, 
however, is only that it originats in the region of northwest Gaul, in Brittany thus. This was the 
westernmost border of the enormous area in which the gold staters of Philip II of Macedon were 
imitated. 

The head of the god Apollo is stylized and embellished with a magnificent head of hair. The horse and 
its rider on the reverse are represented only schematically. This is Celtic coinage at its best.	  
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Northern	  Gaul,	  Armorica,	  Veneti,	  Stater,	  1st	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Veneti	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐100	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.52	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   21.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This is another of the countless Celtic variants of the Philip's staters. The coin was struck some 250 
years after Philip's death. The rich Celtic imagination did not leave much of the original design. The 
charioteer on the reverse virtually becomes one with his chariot and goad. The horse has a human head 
– this is not an earthly chariot-racing team anymore, but a heavenly one. The figure lying on the ground 
is interesting, but has not yet been interpreted. It is a Celtic addition that is not to be found on the 
Macedonian original.	  
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Upper	  Rhône	  Valley,	  Allobrogians,	  Drachm,	  1st	  c.	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Drachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Allobroges	  
Mint:	   Upper	  Rhone	  Valley	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐100	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.08	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   16.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Time bears strange fruits, especially at the points of contact between several cultures. The little horse on 
the reverse of this drachm is typically Celtic, looking more like a stag or a mountain goat than a horse. 
One has to know the model coin, the Philip's stater, to see that what looks like antlers is in reality a 
playful remodeling of the reins and whip of the original chariot. The wheel under the horse, a 
reminiscence of the two-wheeled chariot of the original coin, confirms this interpretation. The obverse 
of the coin, by contrast, has a Roman air.	  
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Southern	  Italy,	  Lucania,	  Metapontum,	  Trite	  (1/3	  Stater),	  c.	  
550-‐530	  BC	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Trite	  (1/3	  Stater)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Metapontum	  
Mint:	   Metapontum	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐550	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.68	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   19.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The city of Metapontum, situated in southern Italy on the gulf of Tarentum, was founded by Achean 
Greeks and citizens from Sybaris around 680 BC. The hinterland of Metapontum is very fertile still 
today. In Antiquity, this was considered as a sign of grace from the goddess Demeter. Being the major 
goddess of Metapontum, Demeter's symbol, the ear of barley, was included in Metapontum's coinage.	  
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Britain,	  Trinovantes	  or	  Catuvellauni,	  Cunobelinus	  (c.	  10-‐40	  
AD),	  Stater,	  10-‐20	  AD,	  Camulodunum	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Cunobelinus	  of	  the	  Catuvellauni	  
Mint:	   Camulodunum	  (Colchester)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   10	  
Weight	  (g):	   5.5	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The Roman campaigns to Britain under Julius Caesar in the years of 55 and 54 BC brought a 
Romanization of British coinage. This stater gives the name of the mint as well as the minting authority 
– a curiosity among Celtic coins. The piece was struck in the town of Camulodunum (today's 
Colchester) in the east of the island, where the tribes of the Trinovantes and Catuvellauni lived; the 
issuer was King Cunobelinus. 

The obverse is reminiscent of the issues of Metapontum in southern Italy, where the ear of corn was 
depicted on coins already in the 5th century BC. The reverse, on the other hand, is a imitation of the 
staters of Philip II.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Macedon,	  Philip	  II	  (359-‐336	  BC),	  Tetradrachm,	  c.	  
342	  BC,	  Pella	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Philip	  II	  of	  Macedon	  
Mint:	   Pella	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐342	  
Weight	  (g):	   14.18	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   26.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This tetradrachm was struck in the late 340s BC in Pella, the capital of the ancient Kingdom of 
Macedon. The obverse shows the head of Zeus, the reverse a young naked horseman. At that time King 
Philip, whose staters we have encountered before, ruled over Macedon. 

Soon after Philip's accession to power he had conquered the Pangaion region with its rich gold and 
silver mines. The yields allowed him to mint masses of coins. Hence, along with the golden Philip's 
staters, his silver tetradrachms spread throughout the Greek world.	  
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Slovakia,	  Tetradrachm,	  3rd	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  in	  Slovakia	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐300	  
Weight	  (g):	   14.5	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   25.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
While the Celts on the upper Danube and in today's in Southern Germany, Switzerland and France 
geared their coinage after the golden Philip's staters, the Celts settling along the lower and middle 
Danube river imitated Philip's silver tetradrachms. This coin was minted in the region of modern 
Slovakia, where the two coinage areas overlapped.	  
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Noricum,	  Tetradrachm,	  Kapos	  Type,	  c.	  70-‐16	  BC,	  Velem	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtic	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Velem	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐70	  
Weight	  (g):	   9.31	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   21.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The Celtic diesinkers in eastern Europe gave free rein to their imagination as well in the course of time. 
This coin harks back to the tetradrachms of Philip II with a head on the obverse and a horseman on the 
reverse. The tetradrachm is a so-called Kapos type because it was minted in the region of the Kapos 
River in what is today western Hungary.	  
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Roman	  Republic,	  Anonymous	  Denarius,	  after	  211	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Roman	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Rome	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐211	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.07	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The obverse of the early Roman denarii bore, next to the mark of value X for 10 asses, the head of the 
goddess Roma with a winged helmet. The reverse depicted the Dioscuri Castor and Pollux and the 
inscription ROMA.	  
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Iberian	  Peninsula,	  Turisau,	  Denarius,	  2nd	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtiberian	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Turisau	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐200	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.16	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   18.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
From about 600 BC, Celts from Gaul entered the Iberian Peninsula and, after extensive struggles, 
intermingled with the Iberians to the so-called Celtiberians. During the 2nd century BC, one of those 
Celtiberian tribes issued this denarius. The design on the obverse is Greek in spirit, whereas the lance 
rider on the reverse is a Celtic interpretation of the motif of Castor and Pollux, the Roman helper gods.	  
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Iberian	  Peninsula,	  Bronze	  Coin,	  c.	  110	  BC,	  Belikiom	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   AE	  (Bronze	  Coin)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtiberian	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Belikiom	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐110	  
Weight	  (g):	   9.29	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Bronze	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This bronze coin, of which the denomination is unknown, was minted during the 2nd century BC in 
Belikiom on the Iberian Peninsula. The bearded man has a Greek look about him – his pointed nose is 
somewhat reminiscent of Perseus, one of the most famous heroes of Greek mythology. The Greek 
colonial cities in Iberia obviously exerted an influence on the style of the Celtiberians over the 
centuries. The reverse depicts a horseman with a lance; this motif again harks back to Castor and Pollux 
on the Roman denarii.	  
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Roman	  Republic,	  Anonymous	  Denarius	  Serratus,	  113	  BC,	  
Narbonne	  (Symbol	  Wheel)	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  Serratus	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Roman	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Narbo	  (Narbonne)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐113	  
Weight	  (g):	   4.24	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
A denarius serratus, one of the serrated denarii of the time of the Roman Republic. The coin shows the 
usual images of the early denarii: on the obverse the head of Roma, the goddess and personification of 
Rome, wearing a winged Attic helmet; behind her is the mark X for the value of 10 asses. The reverse 
depicts the Dioscuri Castor and Pollux, galloping into battle in the aid of the Romans, their lances ready. 
Beneath the hooves of their horses a wheel as mint control mark.	  
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Belgium,	  Denarius,	  1st	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtic	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐50	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.69	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   16.0	  
Material:	   Bronze	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The illustration on the obverse of this Celtic bronze coin is fairly true to a Roman silver denarius. The 
reverse, on the other hand, is an independent Celtic creation; it depicts a warrior wearing a helmet in the 
shape of an animal. 

Such bird helmets have actually been worn by Celtic warriors. Fancy illustrations as the one on this 
denarius are usually found on later Celtic coins. For that reason, this piece was likely to be minted in the 
course of the 1st century BC.	  
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Alexander's	  Empire,	  Alexander	  III,	  the	  Great	  (336-‐323	  BC),	  
Tetradrachm,	  Memphis	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Alexander	  III	  of	  Macedonia	  
Mint:	   Memphis	  	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐332	  
Weight	  (g):	   17.09	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   28.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Alexander the Great had such tetradrachms minted in huge numbers. The obverse showed Alexander in 
the guise of the Greek hero Heracles, whom he regarded as progenitor of his family. The reverse 
depicted the father of the gods, Zeus, with an eagle, and the inscription "Alexandroy" (for Alexander's 
coin). 

Alexander's soldiers spread his coins all over the then-known world. The reputation and degree of 
popularity of Alexander's coins assured them wide acceptance as trade money. Soon cities, and later 
also Celtic tribes, started to issue money modeled after Alexander's tetradrachms.	  
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Thrace,	  Tetradrachm	  (Imitation	  of	  the	  Tetradrachms	  of	  
Alexander	  III),	  c.	  125-‐70	  BC,	  Odessos	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Odessos	  
Mint:	   Odessos	  (Varna)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐125	  
Weight	  (g):	   16.06	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   32.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This tetradrachm is one of many imitations of the coins of Alexander the Great. It bears the head of the 
Greek hero Heracles wearing a lion's scalp on its obverse. The reverse shows the highest Greek god 
Zeus sitting on a throne and the Greek inscription ALEXANDROS BASILEOS – King Alexander.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Pontus,	  Mithridates	  VI	  (120-‐63	  BC),	  Stater	  
(Imitation	  of	  the	  Stater	  of	  Lysimachus),	  88-‐86	  BC,	  Callatis	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Mithridates	  VI	  of	  Pontus	  
Mint:	   Callatis	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐88	  
Weight	  (g):	   8.3	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The staters of Lysimachus were used as trade coins of high quality, which everybody on the coast of the 
Black Sea gladly accepted for small and large businesses from the 3rd to the 1st centuries BC. Among 
the peoples living in the modern countries of Bulgaria and Romania, these staters were so popular that 
they were still common almost 200 years after Lysimachus' death: from 88 to 86 BC, the Pontic King 
Mithradates VI had Lysimachus staters minted to pay Thracian mercenaries whom he had hired to fight 
the Romans.	  
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Thrace,	  Thasos,	  Tetradrachm,	  c.	  160-‐100	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Island	  of	  Thasos	  
Mint:	   Thasos	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐160	  
Weight	  (g):	   16.64	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   31.559999465942383	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Coins were minted from the 6th century BC on the important Greek island of Thasos. The first pieces 
already bore a satyr, a figure from the retinue of Dionysus, the god of wine, and influenced the coinage 
of the entire region both in form and subject. The same was true 400 years later still, in Hellenistic 
times. Thasos issued huge numbers of tetradrachms with the garlanded head of Dionysus then, which 
circulated as international means of payment mainly beyond the island, from the Balkans to Dacia, 
today's Hungary. The style of these tetradrachms became the prototype for the coinage of the Celtic 
tribes living in those areas. They copied the images and changed them according to their own fashion 
and taste. 

Along with the young god of wine the Thasian tetradrachms depicted the hero Heracles, leaning naked 
on his club, a lion's skin over his left arm. It was the skin of the Nemean lion, a powerful creature of 
Greek mythology that Heracles had killed. The hero then tailored a cloak from the lion's skin that made 
him almost invulnerable.	  
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Thrace,	  Lower	  Danube	  Region,	  Geto-‐Dacians,	  Tetradrachm	  
(Thasos	  Type),	  2nd-‐1st	  Centuries	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Geto-‐Dacians	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐150	  
Weight	  (g):	   16.67	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   29.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
As the coins of Thasos were widely used, the Celtic tribes living in the Thracian hinterland took them as 
models for their own coinage. The tetradrachm shown here was minted in the region of the lower 
Danube, where Geto-Dacian tribes settled – approximately the area of modern Hungary and Rumania. 
The obverse of the coin bears a Celtic interpretation of Dionysus' head. The reverse shows Heracles, 
surrounded by letter-like signs: the die-sinker obviously could not read the Greek letters on his coin's 
model and improvized.	  
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Thrace,	  Lower	  Danube	  Region,	  Tetradrachm	  (Thasos-‐Type),	  
180-‐80	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  

	  	  

	  	  	  	  

	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Tetradrachm	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtic	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐180	  
Weight	  (g):	   15.71	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   35.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The tetradrachms from Thasos showed on their obverse the head of Dionysus, the god of wine, crowned 
with a wreath of grapes. Indeed, on this imitation a head can be made out; the grapes are represented by 
mere blobs and are without any leaves. For the bird's legs instead of the divine neck, there is no 
satisfying explanation, however. The coin's reverse depicts, like the original, the Greek hero Heracles 
with a lion's skin and a club – although without knowing the original coin, the interpretation of this 
motif might be difficult.	  
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Kingdom	  of	  Macedonia,	  Alexander	  III	  the	  Great	  (336-‐323	  BC),	  
Stater,	  330-‐323	  BC,	  Amphipolis	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Alexander	  III	  of	  Macedon	  
Mint:	   Amphipolis	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐330	  
Weight	  (g):	   9	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   19.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This stater was issued by Alexander the Great. The obverse depicts the Greek goddess Athena wearing a 
Corinthian helmet, while the reverse shows a Nike, the Greek personification of victory. Alexander's 
staters were especially well received by the Celts. 

One of Alexander's many achievements was the establishment of a single currency in his huge realm. 
He thus instituted, for the first time in history, an "imperial currency" that was to last much longer than 
his short-lived empire and influenced Celtic coinage in Western Europe.	  
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Bohemia,	  Boii,	  1/24	  Stater,	  3rd	  Century	  BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   1/24	  Stater	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Boii	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐250	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.34	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   6.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The Boii were a powerful Celtic tribe who originally settled between the rivers Rhine, Main and 
Neckar. During the time of the Celtic migration, around 400 BC, one group of Boii peregrinated to 
northern Italy, while another group moved to Bohemia. 

The archetype for this little coin of the Bohemian Boii was the gold stater of Alexander the Great. 
According to Celtic conception of art, the obverse of this coin probably still showed the goddess Athena 
with her helmet; several adaptations had turned the divine head into a little hump, however. The Nike 
on the reverse, on the other hand, was transformed into a warrior with a shield and a lance.	  
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Roman	  Republic,	  L.	  Cornelius	  Lentulus	  and	  C.	  Claudius	  
Marcellus,	  Denarius,	  49	  BC,	  Apollonia	  (Illyria)	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Consuls	  L.	  Cornelius	  Lentulus	  and	  C.	  Claudius	  

Marcellus	  
Mint:	   Apollonia	  (Illyria)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐49	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.91	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   19.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The obverse of this denarius depicts triskele with the head of Medusa and three ears between her legs; 
the reverse shows the naked god Zeus. The coin was issued by Gaius Claudius Marcellus, Consul of 
Rome in the year 50 BC. 

The symbol of triskele derived from the trisection of a circle, an ancient symbol that was already 
depicted on stone age pottery and buildings, and can be found in virtually all cultures worldwide. The 
symbol was wide spread in various forms among northern and Celtic culture groups, but also in the 
Greek and later Roman world. On Roman coins triskele usually stood for Sicily, which was also called 
Trinacria for its triangular shape.	  
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Hesse	  or	  the	  Rhineland,	  Stater	  (Rainbow	  Cup),	  2nd	  century	  
BC	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  
	  
Denomination:	   Stater	  (Rainbow	  Cup)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Celtic	  Tribe	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  in	  Hesse	  or	  the	  Rhineland	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐200	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.12	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   17.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
"Rainbow cup" is the numismatic term for these bowl-shaped convex coins of the Celts. They were the 
result of a combination from Greek, Roman and Celtic cultures. Their weight corresponded to the Greek 
stater, while the design was Celtified but harked back to Roman coins. It shows a triskelion (also 
triskele), a symbol in the form of a spiral. 

The triskelion is ancient. Its original symbolism is unknown; it is supposed, however (like with all 
spirals), that it stood for the cycle of live or for the sun. The symbol appeared in many early cultures, 
and in different forms that were always made up of three symmetrically arranged spirals, triangles, or 
bent human legs. In Celtic culture the design was very popular on jewelry and arms. 

On Roman coins triskele stood for Sicily, as the island was also known as Trinacria because of its 
triangular shape. When the Celts adopted the motif for their own coins, this symbolism got lost, 
however. This coin was issued far north of Sicily, in the region of northern Bavaria, Hesse or the 
Rhineland. 


